[bookmark: _Hlk529131730][bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Hlk529131749]The leading male character in Moana insults the strength of the Polynesian male through his conversation with the leading female. As Moana finds Maui on the deserted island to return the heart of Tefifti, Maui refuses to take responsibility for his isolated situation. Moana asks him, “Are you afraid of it (handing him the stone)?” and the screen shows Maui crawling back from her with a nervous face and hesitation. The director uses this hesitation to indicate that this character is insecure, unsure of himself, building up his sense of doubt. Using a young girl to ask an adult man to take responsibility is directly mocking the man’s size and questioning his strength. It suggests that Polynesian men are hopelessly in need of guidance, even if that guidance comes from a child. The viewers may look at Moana and admire her boldness of sailing and dare to ask Maui about his fear, but what they might miss is how this turns an adult Polynesian male into a dependent weakling. For now, he is just a guy that guides the princess in the ocean because he is incapable of doing anything else. He becomes a weak puppet that entertains the viewers with his irrational fears. Moana’s boldness may be praiseworthy, but here it comes at the cost of suggesting that the typical Polynesian men are small, weak, and only capable of providing some slight entertainment.   	Comment by Rebecca Eggenschwiler: CODE: Yellow = analysis/author’s voice
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